Cumberland Hills Subdivision Association

Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2008

I.  Topic:  Introductions

Susan Bowyer, CHS President, introduced herself, as well as the other board members and guests.  All board members were present.  

Action:  A quorum was present to act upon CHS business.  

II.  Topic: Announcements and Updates

A. Easement update was given by Carolyn Wills.  An agreement has been made between Sunoco and CHS attorney Dave Mammal.  Documents will be mailed out to homeowners to be signed this Wednesday, September 10, at RH City Offices.  Homeowners who do not sign could jeopardize, nullify, the agreement.  The agreement allows Sunoco to clear cut ten feet from the pipeline; only grass will be allowed in this area.  The next five feet can include flower gardens and shrubs.  The last five feet will allow trees to be planted, but they cannot extend into the 15 foot clear cut area (see attached easement documents).

The experts who examined the pipeline state that there are “0” anomalies and it is monitored every 4 years.  Homeowners were encouraged to mark their sprinkler heads and to submit any encroachment forms.

B. Road Repairs were completed for the 2008 year.  We will see more repairs in 2009 by the city.  Homeowners concerned with the road condition in front of their house are advised to call the city to place a complaint on record.  The city tracks these complaints on a map and uses this information when they make repair decisions.

 The issue of speed humps is still under review.  Susan Bowyer will attend the city’s next traffic meeting to pursue (3) speed humps to be placed along Cumberland.  It is our hope that the city will share the cost of installing the humps.  

With winter weather approaching, residents were concerned with timely snow removal.  Neighbors were encouraged to contact the city’s Department of Public Works with their concerns.  They city has been very responsive to individual requests.

C.  Front entrance landscaping can now be pursued given the irrigation system            


      And road repairs are now complete.  Beth Giles presented two proposals for 

comprehensive landscaping and maintenance.  The proposals will be reviewed and placed on next month’s meeting agenda to discuss in detail.  The board was reminded that Wilcox Brothers will aerate the sprinkler system this year as included in our purchase agreement.

III. Topic:  Comments & Questions from Homeowners

In addition to snow removal, concerns were address about the anticipated traffic increase when the Hamlin/Livernois roundabout is constructed.  The date to begin construction was unknown to the board.  It may be listed on the city’s web site.

Action:  Further updates to follow.

IV. Topic:  Old Business

Kevin Smith advised the board that no previous promises were made by Vince Santavicca re: dues to homeowners.  Kevin will send a letter to the homeowner in question and advise her of the board’s policy regarding penalties and the lien process.  At present 16 homes have dues of $200 or more outstanding.

Homeowners continue to face issues with drains to the main sewer line.  Emmett Yukon suggested the process be outlined.   Kevin Smith agreed to outline the process to include the issue of financial responsibility.  This process will be included in the newsletter going out next month.  Susan Bowyer will follow up with a homeowner on Coldiron to resolve a current conflict.  The board felt we should share the cost of the bill in question from Affordable Plumbing.  

Marc Andren cautioned the board that given the age of subdivision’s drains, we should anticipate more frequent problems.  Martin Berthiaume has obtained estimates to hydro jet the drains from two sources that the city supplied.  The cost to clean the main drains was estimated at $1,300/day to clean 1,100 to 1,500 feet.  A permit to do this type of work is required by the city.    Susan Bowyer will invite Roger Rouse from the city to attend a future meeting to educate and advise the board about this issue.

V. Topic:  Treasurer’s Report

Kevin Smith reviewed the Profit & Loss statement.  Lawn care continues to be our biggest expense, with $4,000 to $5,000 more in expense expected prior to year end.  Kevin will review the contract, and remind Joy Lawn Care that cuts after Labor Day need approval of the board.  This being the last year of the contract, Kevin will begin to get bids for next year.  

Due collection continues to improve, thanks to Kevin’s attention to detail.  Homeowners are informed that balances of $200 or more will require the association to place a lien against their property.  At present, just over $8,000.  in dues are outstanding.  

VI. Topic:  New Business

Susan shared existing plans for the subdivisions common areas.  The plans were not dated, but gave a drawing of pathways and park settings for the commons.  She plans to place this item on the agenda for future discussion.

Holiday lights again will be placed at the entrance to the island.  Light Visions contacted Beth Giles to inquire about renewing their contract for 2008 holiday lighting and decorating.  After review and receipt of other bids, the board approved their contract.  Lights will be installed on November 14th.  

Action:  Susan Bowyer will be putting the newsletter together and requested articles are submitted to her by September 12th.    Carolyn Wills will give a synopsis of the Sunoco agreement.  Kevin Smith will give a treasurer’s report and review the lien process.  Martin Berthiaume will discuss the pending drainage issues, and Beth Giles will review the landscaping and holiday lighting.  

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted by,

Elizabeth Giles

CHS Secretary

