Cumberland Hills Subdivision Association

Meeting Minutes

October 14, 2008

I.         Topic:  Welcome and Introductions

            Board members present were:  Martin Berthiaume, Carolyn Wills, Marge Kelly, Emett Yukon, and Beth Giles.  Linda Johns, homeowner, was also in attendance.

Action:  A quorum was present to act upon CHS business.

II.
Topic:   Announcements & Updates

A. Carolyn Wills informed the group that all but eleven homeowners have signed the agreement with Sunoco.  She anticipates that trees will be cut sometime next spring.  If all homeowners affected, do not sign, it may jeopardize the entire agreement.  Linda Johns voiced her concern about the outstanding legal fees incurred by David Mammel.  It is estimated that $12,000 in fees remain unpaid.  Linda proposed that we pay these off through a special assessment of the homeowners.  

Action:  Martin Berthiaume will contact both Kevin Smith and Susan Bowyer to inquire about the process of a special assessment.  This item will be placed on next month’s agenda.

B. Dead Tree

C. Holiday Lights will be installed on or near November 14th, by Light Visions.                                                 

D. We have yet to receive any bids for lawn cutting.  Emmet inquired if the contractors are covered through the subdivision’s insurance.  This item will be placed on next month’s agenda











III. Topic:  Comments and Questions from Homeowners

Discussion:  Linda Johns suggested that the board look into the process to create a special assessment of homeowners to cover the outstanding legal bill from David Mammel, who represented the subdivision in the Sunoco pipeline case.  

Action:  Further discussion of this proposal is necessary.  The process for special assessment will also need review.  This item will be placed on next month’s agenda.

IV. Topic:  Old Business

A. Storm drains and their current condition are being followed by Martin Berthiaume.  The city will be out to remove concrete covering one of the drains.  The issue of the condition of the drains, what type of inspection, and any damage to the drains due to cleaning them was discussed.  Martin will obtain two quotes for inspection and maintenance of the drains.  It was also suggested that this information be communicated via the website.

B. Landscaping quotes from two vendors were distributed to those present.  Given that the irrigation systems are scheduled to be winterized, and no water will be available, the landscaping to the front entrance will be done in the spring of 2009.  Linda Johns suggested we get a quote from Jerry Mulvaine as well.   She has worked with Jerry in the past.  Linda will contact Jerry and ask him to forward a quote to the board.  Jerry will also be asked to give a quote for the lawn cutting.  It was also noted that Miss Dig should be contacted prior to the planting.  All contracts must include that the contractor will be responsible for any damage to the electrical/irrigation system during planting.  The issue of maintenance was not discussed in any detail.  This item will be placed on next month’s agenda.

V. Topic:  New Business

A. A brief discussion of the Homeowners Association Assessment and Survey was given by Martin.  Historically, Cumberland’s dues have been one of the lowest in the community.  A brief discussion was held about raising dues.  This item will be placed on next month’s agenda.

B. The property on 463 Coldiron has historically had drainage problems. The problem may be resolved by excavating a portion of the burm on the common directly behind the home.  If the subdivision pays for the excavation, Emmett Yukon suggested we get an agreement in writing from the homeowner.  The board will ask Kevin Smith if this is binding.  The subdivision is willing to try to resolve this, but is not willing to incur any additional expenses beyond the excavation.

C. Martin Berthiaume and Susan Bowyer, prior to the meeting, discussed the cost for advertising the sub’s newsletter.  A reduced price will be given to those who take out 3 ads per year ($120 v. $150) for a business card size ad.  Single ads will remain at $50.

VI. Topic:  Other Business

A. A recent increase in thefts was reported.  Martin will place this and   necessary precautions on the web site.

B. The issue of a single trash hauler will be reviewed by the city in mid October.  Further updates will follow.

There being no further items, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by:

Beth Giles

Secretary

