Cumberland Hills Subdivision 
Meeting Minutes

November 11, 2008

I. Welcome & Introductions

A. All board members were present, including several homeowners.

B. Meeting minutes were approved and will be posted to the CHS

Website. 

II. Announcements & Updates

A.. Holiday lights will be installed on November 14th.

B.  Kevin Smith presented the Treasurer’s report.  He reports that  income will cover expenses through year end.  No new income is anticipated until February or March of 2009.  Several homeowners have recently received notification of a lien being placed on their property due to outstanding dues.  The category of miscellaneous expenses was clarified for the group.  The books were made available to any members for their review.  The association currently pays the city for the (3) street lights in the sub.  Kevin will contact the city to clarify the exact nature of this charge.  

A brief discussion regarding increasing the subdivision dues was held. The board is limited to a 5% annual increase in dues;  an approximate increase of $2.50 per home.  This item will be placed on a future agenda for further discussion.  

III. Sunoco Tree Removal

Sunoco’s offer requires 100% participation in order for the agreement to be approved.  Individual homeowners have had meetings with Sunoco to address their concerns.  At present, 14 homeowners will not sign.  Carolyn Wills will meet with Mayor Barnett this Thursday, urging him to send a letter to Sunoco asking them to honor the agreement with the 80% of homeowners who have signed.  It was also suggested that those homeowners who have not signed, will not get the benefits earned in the agreement.  

Approximately $10,000 is still owed in legal fees.  The issue raised at last month’s meeting to conduct a special assessment was discussed.  In order for a special assessment to take place, the issue has to impact all homeowners.  Given that the pipeline effects only 85 homeowners a special assessment is not appropriate.  Additional fundraisers were also suggested. 
The Rochester Hills Fire Department has been conctacted and has a plan for pipline /public safety protocol.  We have requested that the Fire Department attend a future subdivision meeting to discuss their disaster recovery plans.  The fire department is also attending special pipeline training.  Carolyn Wills made a request to have them at least come out once during the cutting to ensure safety measures are being taken by Sunoco.  This is going to be discussed as the date f or clearing is set. The RH Fire Department was very receptive to this request.  
Action:  Further updates will be provided at next month’s meeting.

IV. Comments from Homeowners

The issue of a single trash hauler was reviewed.  The contract is expected to become effective in the Spring of 2009.  Emmet Yukon offered some information on the program’s incentive to recycle, and fuel surcharges.  The cost of the new program will be similar to our current program. 

V. Unfinished Business

A. We have received four bids for lawn cutting.  The two most competitive bids will be reviewed in more detail.  Kevin Smith will clarify the bids and e-mail them to the board for approval prior to next month’s meeting.

B. Martin Berthiaume presented a quote from Doetsch Industrial Services.  The quote is to examine and clean the drains not maintained by the city.  Two other quotes were requested, but the contractors failed to follow-up.  Martin will continue to research this issue and report at future meetings.

C. A third estimate for the front entrance landscaping was received just prior to the meeting.   It was the lowest offer thus far.   No details regarding warranty of the materials or work was included.  It was also unclear if labor was included in the bid.  Beth Giles will follow up on this item, and report back at next month’s meeting.                

VI. New Business

A. The holiday light contest was discussed.  It was agreed that  prizes    

Would be given out to the best three homes; last year’s winners could not qualify for this year.  Carolyn Wills volunteered to award the prizes.  Prizes will be purchased from local merchants.

B. Snow removal for the entry way side walk was reviewed.  Kyle Wills 

will again remove the snow prior to the start of school.  Carolyn Wills

                        agreed to place the can for salt for the sidewalk.

C. The homeowner at 463 Coldiron  would like the drainage to her property improved.  The board decided that it was not the responsibility of the association to correct the drainage on this property.  It is not known who added the berm behind the property, as it could have been an earlier homeowner.  Rochester Hills City eningeers made a recommendation to the homeowner to improve the drainage.  They suggested to either remove a portion of  the berm or to add a drainage pipe.  The board agreed to allow the homeowner to present plans to remove the berm and improve grading.  A drainage pipe is not an option approved by the board.  The board will review and approve these plans once submitted to them.  Susan Bowyer will contact the homeowner.

Action:  As stated above.

D. Susan Bowyer presented a budget for 2008, based on dues and

Expenses.  It projects a net loss of  (-$2,096).   The loss can be accounted for due to our donation for legal fees to fight Sunoco.

There is no action indicated at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Beth Giles        
